
READER’S THEATER
SIOUX CITY SUE

Readability: 3.0 through 5.0
Interest Level: 2 through 6

C h a r a c t e r s
Seven Narrators

Sound and Action Effects
STAGECOACH: Rattle, rattle CATTLE: Moooo
COACH DRIVER: Yippee! BANDITS: Hssssss!
BUCKING BRONCOS: Clap hands on knees GUNS: Bang, bang
VULTURES: Heh, heh, heh! (sinisterly) GOLD DUST: Worth millions!
CACTUS: Ouch! SIOUX CITY SUE: Eeeeeeeeeek!
OLD MARE: Neigh SNEEZE: All sneeze
THE LONG RIDER: H’ray THE END: All shout

Narrator I: Pulling out of the little We s t e rn town of Jackson Gulch, a
S TAG E C OACH stopped as the COACH DRIVER reined his
BUCKING BRONCOS in sharp ly. He pointed off in the distance,
past the grazing CATTLE, the OLD MARE, and the needle-sharp
C AC T U S .

Narrator II: “ G r e at day, ” moaned the COACH DRIVER. “Look at those big
V U LTURES circling ove r h e a d . ” Climbing from the STAG E-
C OACH, he hurried through the CACTUS and found a beautiful
girl, SIOUX CITY SUE, tied to a stake.

Narrator III: He began to untie her. But suddenly, he heard the BU C K I N G
B RONCOS galloping aw ay with the STAG E C OACH. “It’s the
B A N D I T S , ” cried beautiful SIOUX CITY SUE. “They have
GUNS. They tied me here to stop the STAG E C OAC H . ”

Narrator IV: “ G r e at day, ” moaned the COACH DRIVER. “Then they’ll get aw ay
with the GOLD DUST, unless--”. He peered past the CAT T L E ,
past the OLD MARE, past the CACTUS, and past the circling
V U LTURES. “Look!” he exclaimed. “It’s the LONE RIDER.”

Narrator V: Up galloped the LONE RIDER. Whipping out his GUNS, the
LONE RIDER blasted aw ay, not at the BANDITS, but at the sacks 
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o f GOLD DUST. He hit the sacks and the GOLD DUST fl o at e d
into the air, making the BANDITS SNEEZE. Soon they we r e
SNEEZING so hard they could no longer ride, and the BU C K I N G
B RONCOS slowed up.

Narrator VI: The LONE RIDER jumped aboard the STAG E C OACH with the
C OACH DRIVER, holding SIOUX CITY SUE under one arm, and
his smoking GUNS in the other hand. “You va rmints are going to
the calab o o s e, ” he said to the BANDITS, “and SIOUX CITY SUE
and I are a-getting hitched.”

Narrator VII: “Oh, no we aren’t” cried beautiful SIOUX CITY SUE.”That may be
the way it was in the old day s, but we women aren’t going to stand
for this type of s t o ry any longer. Besides, I’m a lady Marshall in
disguise and I’m arresting all of you for bad acting.  And that
includes: the COACH DRIVER, the VULTURES, the CAT T L E ,
the OLD MARE, and the LONE RIDER. THE END!”

1 . E ve ryone can perfo rm as one of the narrat o rs and one or more of the sound
e f f e c t s.

2 . The sound effect people should meet in groups to decide how to produce their
sound and plan actions or movements to accompany it.

3 . The sound effect and action is perfo rmed immediat e ly fo l l owing the reading of
the character's name.
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